Competition Events – At A Glance

An Introduction to
Duo Interpretation (DUO)
Examples of Past Duo Titles
• 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee by Rachel Sheinkin
• Complete Works of William Shakespeare Abridged by Adam
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Event Description
Two competitors team up to deliver a ten-minute
performance of a published play or story. Using off-stage
focus, Duo Interpretation competitors convey emotion
and environment through a variety of performance
techniques focusing on the relationships and interactions
between the characters. No props or costumes are used.
Performances may also include an introduction written by
the students to contextualize the performance and state
the title and author.

Considerations for Selecting Duo Literature
When looking at literature, a Duo entry must consider
how the literature would work for both members of
the team. Duo Interpretation strives for a balanced
performance with both partners being integral to the
development of the piece’s characters, relationships, plot,
and more. Duo Interpretation allows for students to do
humorous, dramatic, or pieces that combine both into
the performance. Considerations for selecting a topic for
a Duo Interpretation should include age, maturity, and
school standards.

Traits of Successful Duo Performers
When considering what event you should choose, or which
direction to point a student when selecting an event, below are
some general traits of successful Duo students to keep in mind:
• Combination of comedic and dramatic skills
• Enthusiasm for choreography
• Strong listening skills
• Willingness to co-create
• Flexibility

•

Long, Daniel Singer, and Jess Winfield
Expecting Isabel by Lisa Loomer

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change by Joe DiPietro and
Jimmy Roberts
Little Shop of Horrors by Howard Ashman
Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie
Regina Flector Wins the Science Fair by Marco Ramirez
Someone Who’ll Watch Over Me by Frank McGuinness
The Crayon Map by Oliver Leslie and Christopher
Marianetti
Year One by Harold Ramis, Gene Stupnitsky, and Lee
Eisenberg

Learn More! The National Speech & Debate

Association is the leading provider of competitive and
educational resources to aid students and coaches as they
explore our competitive events. For Duo Interpretation,
we provide a number of helpful resources—including
live and recorded webinars designed to introduce
foundational and advanced concepts in Interp; access to
Duo final round videos; an interpretation textbook for
Resource Package subscribers; videos from champion
coaches; and much more! Take advantage of the amazing
benefits of being a member by using our resources to help
you advance yourself in competitive speech and debate
activities. Visit www.speechanddebate.org for more
information.

“

Find Your Voice

Duo Interpretation is an excellent crash course on
creativity. The process of cutting, blocking, and
refining a script really encourages young artists to
think differently and create form and empty space.
I think the best part of Duo was the opportunity to
meet so many talented, creative people who turn
words on a page into phenomenal showcases of
artistry, and to have the ability to do it all with my
best friend.”
— Zach Snow, Association Alum
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